THE LORD’S DAY AT HOME!

TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B)

3rd October 2021

If you are housebound or self-isolating at this time, please use these prayers to unite yourself with the worship of the Uni-
versal Church, and your own Parish, this Sunday. If alone, read or say these prayers quietly to yourself. If with another, or in
a family, someone should read the “leader” parts, and others respond. It might be suitable to find a special, quiet place at

home for your Sunday prayers.

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES

Entrance Antiphon

A:

Cf. Est4:17
Within your will, O Lord, all things
are established, and there is none
that can resist your will. For you
have made all things, the heaven
and the earth, and all that is held
within the circle of heaven; you
are the Lord of all.

Sign of the Cross
Leader: In the name of the Father,

and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

A: Amen.

Introduction

L:

Once more we make the Lord’s
Day holy by our prayers, asking for
mercy and healing and praising
God as we say:

Gloria

A:

Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we
adore you, we glorify you, we give
you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God,
almighty Father. Lord Jesus
Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Fa-
ther, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us; you take
away the sins of the world, receive
our prayer; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father, have
mercy on us. For you alone are the
Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Je-
sus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Opening prayer

L:

Let us pray.

Almighty ever-living God, who in
the abundance of your kindness
surpass the merits and the desires
of those who entreat you, pour out
your mercy upon us to pardon
what conscience dreads and to

give what prayer does not dare to
ask. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

A: Amen.
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Gospel Reading

Mark 10:2-12
Some Pharisees approached Je-
sus and asked, ‘Is it against the
law for a man to divorce his wife?’
They were testing him. He an-
swered them, ‘What did Moses
command you? ‘Moses allowed
us’ they said ‘to draw up a writ of
dismissal and so to divorce.’ Then
Jesus said to them, ‘It was be-
cause you were so unteachable
that he wrote this commandment
for you. But from the beginning of
creation God made them male and
female. This is why a man must
leave father and mother, and the
two become one body. They are
no longer two, therefore, but one
body. So then, what God has
united, man must not divide.’ Back
in the house the disciples ques-
tioned him again about this, and
he said to them, ‘The man who di-
vorces his wife and marries an-
other is guilty of adultery against
her. And if a woman divorces her
husband and marries another she
is guilty of adultery too.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

A: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Reflection

“This teaching of Jesus is very
clear and defends the dignity of
marriage as a union of love which
implies fidelity. What allows the
spouses to remain united in mar-
riage is a love of mutual giving
supported by Christ’s grace. How-
ever, if in the spouses, individual
interests, one’s own satisfaction
prevails, then their union cannot

endure. And the Gospel passage
itself reminds us, with great real-
ism, that man and woman, called
to experience a relationship of
love, may regretfully behave in a
way that places it in crisis. Jesus
does not admit all that can lead to
the failure of the relationship. He
does so in order to confirm God's
plan, in which the power and
beauty of the human relationship
emerge. The Church, on the one
hand, does not tire of confirming
the beauty of the family as it was
consigned to us by Scripture and
by Tradition; at the same time, she
strives to make her maternal
closeness tangibly felt by those
who experience relationships that
are broken or that continue in a
difficult and trying way. God'’s way
of acting with his unfaithful people
— that is, with us — teaches us
that wounded love can be healed
by God through mercy and for-
giveness. For this reason in these
situations, the Churchis not asked
to express immediately and only
condemnation. On the contrary,
before so many painful marital
failures, she feels called to show
love, charity and mercy, in order to
lead wounded and lost hearts
back to God. Let us invoke the Vir-
gin Mary, that she help married
couples to always live and renew
their union, beginning with God’s
original Gift.”

Pope Francis, Angelus Message,
7" October 2018

A Thought for our Younger Friends

Jesus understands that family
life is not always easy, and
sometimes can go wrong. But at
the same time he wants us all to
try as hard as we can! In families
we sometimes need to talk
about things we find hard, and
be willing to listen to each other.
As you say your prayers this




Sunday pray for each person in
your family!

If gathering as a family, perhaps now
continue to have a discussion about
what this celebration means to you. If
alone, think about what key message
you take from the Scriptures today.

Profession of Faith

| believe in God, the Father al-
mighty, Creator of heaven and
earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Vir-
gin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried; he descended into hell; on
the third day he rose again from
the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead. | believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resur-
rection of the body, and life ever-
lasting. Amen.

Intercessions

L:

Rejoicing in the one faith, one bap-
tism, and one God who is over all
of us, let us pray that all creation
will live in peace and unity.

Crowned with glory and honor,
Christ has full authority over the
new creation. May we set our
hearts on the reign of heaven
where peace endures forever. We
humbly ask:

: Saving God, hear our prayer.

United in the mystery of Christ,
may the mutual love of Christian
spouses be a source of blessing to
their families and to society. We
humbly ask:

: Saving God, hear our prayer.

Mindful of our human weakness,
may troubled marriages and all
struggling to heal from divorce
draw strength from the compas-
sion of God. We humbly ask:

: Saving God, hear our prayer.

As today in our Diocese we begin
a new stage in the Hope in the Fu-
ture journey, we pray that we may
all have the confidence to be pro-
claimers of the Good News. We
humbly ask:

: Saving God, hear our prayer.

Please add your own prayers for the
needs of the Church, the world and
your local community. You may wish
to add particular prayers for family
members, friends or neighbours in
need at this time.

THE COMMUNION RITE

T
L:

e Lord’s Prayer

At the Saviour's command and
formed by divine teaching, we
dare to say:

: Our Father, who artin heaven, hal-

lowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as
itis in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. Amen.

Accept, O Lord, we pray, the sac-
rifices instituted by your com-
mands and, through the sacred
mysteries, which we celebrate
with dutiful service, graciously
complete the sanctifying work by
which you are pleased to redeem
us. Through Christ our Lord.

A: Amen.

Preparation for Spiritual Communion

L:

Loving Father, when your children
were scattered afar by sin,
through the Blood of your Son and
the power of the Spirit, you gath-
ered them again to yourself, that a
people, formed as one by the unity
of the Trinity, made the body of
Christ and the temple of the Holy
Spirit, might, to the praise of your
manifold wisdom, be manifest as
the Church. Jesus your Son, the
night before he died, taking bread
and wine, the fruits of the earth,
gave himself as a perfect offering
to you, and to be with his friends
always. Even though we are not in
Church, and not able to receive
communion today, we open our
minds and hearts now to your
generous love and the gift of Je-
sus your Son, welcoming him spir-
itually into our lives.

Spiritual Communion

A: My Jesus, | believe that you are

present in the Holy Sacrament of
the altar. | love you above all
things and | passionately desire to
receive you into my soul. Since |
cannot now receive you sacra-
mentally, come spiritually into my
soul so that | may unite myself

wholly to you now and forever.
Amen.

Pause for a moment of silent prayer
and reflection.

Thanksgiving Psalm Psalm 127(128)

L: May the Lord bless us all the days
of our life.

A: May the Lord bless us all the days
of our life.

L: O blessed are those who fear the
Lord
and walk in his ways!
By the labour of your hands you
shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper.

A: May the Lord bless us all the days
of our life.

L: Your wife like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the
olive,
around your table.

A: May the Lord bless us all the days
of our life.

L: Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
in a happy Jerusalem
all the days of your life!
May you see your children’s chil-
dren.
On Israel, peace!

A: May the Lord bless us all the days
of our life.

THE CONCLUDING RITES

Final Prayer and Blessing

L: Let us pray.

Grant us, almighty God, that we
may be refreshed and nourished
by the worship we have offered,
so that we may ever grow closer
to you. Through Christ our Lord.

A: Amen.

L: May the Lord * bless us, protect
us from all evil, and bring us to ev-
erlasting life.

: Amen.

: Let us bless the Lord!

: Thanks be to God!
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